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Medway’s waterfront, which includes areas within the nominated property, is a priority of the 
Medway Regeneration Framework.  The Medway Waterfront Renaissance Strategy includes a 
package of regeneration measures that seek to encourage a mix of riverside uses, forms and 
quality of relevant development that are consistent with and contribute to the waterfront location.  
It aims to achieve a better quality of life for existing and future local communities, integrating 
social, economic and environmental objectives.  It identifies ‘waterfront quarters’ in and around 
the Site based on clusters of regeneration sites with distinct characteristics and potential.  The Site 
incorporates the ‘university and college quarter’, the regeneration priorities for which are to: 
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5 This figure  is based on limited Sunday opening in summer, and is expected to increase considerably as part of 
the Great  Lines Heritage Park project, which will secure free public access to Fort Amherst, 364 days a year. 
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Listed Grade I/Scheduled Ancient Monument  
These three central identical slip covers were designed by its 
builders, George Baker & Son of Lambeth. Built only 10 years after 
No 3 Covered Slip, they replace the timber structures with slender 
cast iron frames and corrugated iron (now steel) roof sheeting. These 
roofs are important landmarks in the history of iron and steel 
structures – they predate the great Victorian railway station 
trainshed roofs of Paddington and King’s Cross in London. Similar 
structures were built at Portsmouth Dockyard in 1842 (now demolished) and there were also other 
examples at Pembroke and Depford Dockyards (survives in part). The Covered Slips were restored 
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between 1992-1994, and today No 4 Covered Slip houses the 
RNLI's collection of Historic Lifeboats, and No 6 Covered Slip 
houses reserve collections of historic boats and marine engineering. 
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In 1804 approval was gained for the construction of a Dockyard church.  
Prior to this, a hulk had been provided in the river for use as a Chapel.  
The Church has a strong visual position facing the entrance to the yard, 
and is a key element of the ‘residential/domestic’ zone of the site. It is 

situated towards the south east of the 
Dockyard, near the stables and 
guardhouse. It was designed by 
Edward Holl, and built largely by the Dockyard's own labour 
force.  It has an internal gallery supported on cast iron pillars, 
which was one of the first uses of cast iron in the yard. The 
original box type pews remain in the gallery, but were replaced 
on the ground floor in 1878. Today it is used for concerts, 

performances and lectures.  
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Listed Grade I (Terrace), Listed Grade II* (Walls and Gardens), Scheduled Ancient Monument 
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